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Nicaragua has the most politicalised press in all the Americas, according to 
Ibarz. The great politicalisation of the Nicaraguans has caused the proliferation 
of newspapers, radio stations and television channels. The country's major 
newspapers include "Barricada", created in 1979 as an organ of the Sandinista 
National Liberation front (FSLN); "La Prensa", owned and run by the 
Chamorro family; "La Tribuna", the country's newest newspaper, supported by 
the business class; etc. Radio also retlects the struggle between Sandinistas and 
anti-Sandinistas. As for television, Channel 6 is the govemment-run channel, 
while privately- run Channel 2 offers more objective reporting, and Channel 4, 
owned by the FSLN, adopts a party orthodox line. 
The author then makes a brief analysis of the media in Cuba and Guatemala. The 
Cuban press was reduced to almost nothing five years ago due to the Jack of 
resources in general. A good number of professionals were left unemployed. 
"Granma" is the official news agency of the ·communist party and is the only 
newspaper which is printed from Tuesday through Saturday. The two state-run 
television channels ha ve also cut back their programming. In joumalistic circles 125 
there is an interest in reviving a "new press". 
In Guatemala, the media has been fighting to occupy a more significant place 
since the restoration of democracy. The author considers that freedom of speech 
is exercised in Guatemala, but only to a certain extent, as there are a number of 
issues that are "off-limits".The newspaper with the biggest readership, "Prensa 
Libre" (Free Press), has a circulation of between 70,000 and 80,000 copies. 
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